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 Welcome to the Spring Newsletter of the Friends 
of the HV McKay Memorial Gardens! Much has 
happened over winter, and the Gardens are 
looking happier now that some rain has come 
following the very dry winter. The annuals have 
started to bloom, but the gardens no longer have 
spring bulbs that the Friends planted years ago. 
The new hedge on Anderson Road is getting well 
established, as are the hedges sourrounding the 
internal paths – which are a reminder of the 
enormous hedges that surrounded the gardens in 
its earlier years (shown in this photo from 1947). 

   
Hedges, of course, require regular cutting and 
shaping which will provide another activity for the 
Brimbank gardening team, that unfortunately has 
recently lost two members: Senior Gardener, Sam 
Pignatelli who has just resigned, and David 
Murphy who has also recently left. 

  

 
Replacements for these gardening positions are 
being sought, although there are problems 
finding casual staff with the relevant expertise 
and skills. Because some gardening tasks are 
more difficult than others, this requires 
matching pay-scales with the type of work 
actually undertaken – leading to a potential 
realignment of the gardening workforce. 

 
Unfortunately, it seems that the garden bed 
next to the Straight Six pathway that was 
removed in anticipation of the Airport Rail 
development (that has now been postponed), 
will not be reinstated by the Council until 
funding can be provided. This means that the 
Straight Six bed will remain in its current poor 
state for the forseeable future – a great shame. 
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Public Art Work for McKay  

On 11 September 2025, Brimbank Council 
announced the engagement of Monash Art 
Projects to create a significant new public 
artwork to be located in the Gardens. The 
project, entitled, The Birds (Sunshine), will 
involve the installation of six sculptural 
birdbaths created from honed granite, 
bluestone and bronze. The Council stated:  
Drawing inspiration from the industrial heritage of the 
Sunshine Harvester Works and the surrounding basalt 
plains, the sculptures will provide a functional and artistic 
habitat for local birdlife, while offering the community new 
ways to engage with the H.V. McKay Memorial Gardens’ 
unique natural and cultural history. . . The sculptural forms 
are adapted from the Sunshine Harvester Company’s 
original parts catalogue, reassembled as modernist 
compositions reminiscent of Cubist collages. The work 
offers a poetic response to the machine age, reimagining 
industrial forms as vessels for care, regeneration, and 
connection with nature. The new public artwork is 
scheduled for installation in mid-2026 and is supported 
through Brimbank Council’s Public Art Program. 

 
Pictured are (l-r) artists Linda Tegg, Jen Berean (Associate 
Director) and Callum Morton (Director). 
 

Long-standing Friends Group member, Melinda 
Mockridge, was on the Brimbank Arts Committee 
that was involved in the selection of the Monash 
Art Projects group to design and undertake the 
installation. Brimbank Mayor, Cr Thuy Dang, 
said: ‘Public art brings people together, sparks 
conversation, and helps us see the world 
differently – and in Brimbank, we are proud to 
support work that strengthens our community in 
such powerful and lasting ways’. 
 
Read more about this Public Art Work at: 
https://news.brimbank.vic.gov.au/monash-art-projects-
to-bring-striking-new-public-artwork-to-sunshine/  

 
 
 

The Friends’ AGM 2024-25 

 
The Friends of the McKay Memorial Gardens Inc.was 
registered in Victoria as an Incorporated Association 
on 3 December 2007. The current year, 2025, marks 
18 years since the group was formed by Catherine 
McDonald and Helen Reid who are both still involved. 

 
From right: Melinda Mockridge, Ros Savio, Robin Flett, Neil 
Head, Speroulla Chrisodoulou, Helen Reid, Melanie Abdeen (and 
Russell Smith taking the photo, and Catherine McDonald and 
Rainer Linz, absent) at the 2025 Friends AGM. 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 4 August 
2025 with the Annual Report and Financial 
Statements being received. The following Committee 
members were elected: Speroulla Christodolou 
(President and Events Coordinator); Catherine 
McDonald (Vice-President); Helen Reid (Treasurer); 
Russell Smith (Secretary); Melanie Abdeen (Media 
Officer); Rainer Linz, Neil Head and Robyn Flett 
(Ordinary Members). Former long-standing members, 
Ros Savio and Melinda Mockridge, also continue to 
assist the Committee and the Friends in many ways. 
At 30 June 2025, there were 28 members, 20 of whom 
were financial. 
 At 30 June 2025, the Friends Group had assets 
of just over $5,000, and total income for the year was 
$15,600 – with the bulk of this being spent on the 
annual Community Festival for which Brimbank 
Council had provided funding of $10,000. It was 
decided to increase membership fees by $10 to $20. 
Those present discussed many issues affecting the 
Gardens including the impact of the Rail works on the 
Gardens, the problem of homeless people camping in 
the Gardens, the gardening work undertaken during 
the year by the Brimbank Gardensers and the impact 
of the drought, as well as the work of the Strategic 
Management Group.   



 
 

  

Oral history collection 

The Friends Group was recently contacted by Dr 
Anisa Puri, Research Project Manager, Language 
Data Commons of Australia at the School of 
Literature, Languages and Linguistics, in the 
College of Arts and Social Sciences at the 
Australian National University seeking 
information about any oral histories that the 
Friends Group has conducted. This was in 
connection with the Identifying Precarious 
Victorian Oral History Collections Project that 
is seeking to compile a list of valuable oral 
history collections in Victoria. The fear is that 
collections held outside major state and 
nationally funded cultural institutions are at 
risk of not surviving into the future because 
they don’t have the resources needed for 
ongoing digital preservation and long-term 
management of interview access conditions. 

 
Between 2011 and 2014 the Members of the 
Friends Group conducted 15 audio and video 
interviews with former residents of Sunshine 
and surrounds who grew up in, and made use of 
the Gardens. They included Jean McDonald who 
recalled coming to the Gardens in a horse and 
gig in the 1930s, Lex Gray who lived in the 
Curator’s cottage with his father, Harold (left), 
Head Gardener, in the 1940s, John Willaton 
(centre), former Town Clerk in Sunshine who 
climbed on the hedges as a boy and Gilbert Bell 
(right) who climbed on the stone lions in the 
Gardens as a boy. Three women were also 
interviewed who were married in the Gardens – 
Jean McDonald (below left), Mary Phillipiou 
(centre), and Friends Treasurer, Helen Reid 
(right). Two other Friends, Catherine McDonald 
and Ros Savio were also interviewed.     

 
Having these oral histories registered will help 
to ensure that they survive into the future for 
other historians to use. 
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Climate change survey 

The Friends Group was also contacted by a 
group of academics from the Faculty of 
Architecture Building and Planning at the 
University of Melbourne School of Design 
concerning a project entitled Climate change 
adaptation and heritage conservation in 
Australian public historic gardens. This PhD 
research project explores how climate change 
is impacting public historic gardens in Australia. 
The survey asks about opinions on climate 
change and any impacts of climate change 
adaptation practices on gardens' heritage 
values. There are also other questions about 
awareness and use of research and guidance 
materials on climate change. This is the first 
survey of its kind to explore the impacts of 
climate change on public historic gardens. 

The HV McKay Memorial Gardens has seen 
some of the consequences of climate change 
first-hand, particularly during the dry period in 
the 2000s when the Gardens suffered greatly 
from lack of rain. This eventually led to upgrade 
the watering system around 2012 that has now  
supported the splendid green and healthy 
garden that we can see, below.  

 

The Gardens in the News! 

On 14 October 2025, the Gardens featured in a 
series “Life in the Burbs” published in The Age 
(page 23). Former journalist, Lee Crossley, a 
Sunshine resident for the last five years, 
provided a snapshot of Sunshine, emphasizing 
its hidden charms and surprises. Among these 
he referred to HV McKay’s Harvester Factory, 
and, of course, the HV McKay Memorial Gardens 
“a tribute to the industrialist in Sunshine.” He 
also mentions the famous artwork “Man Pushing 
up the Cow” in Hampshire Road, that will soon 
be joined by the McKay Gardens Public Artworks 
(see above). Lee sums up Sunshine as being 
“unpretentious” with an improving reputation! 
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Support the McKay Friends  

 

 
 
If you would like to support the activities of 
the Friends in protecting the Gardens, you can 
become a member. The annual subscription is 
just $20.00, and you can join by contacting the 
Secretary at: contact@mckaygardens.com.au 
and send an electronic funds transfer for $20 
to: Friends of the McKay Memorial Gardens  
Bank: Westpac;BSB 033-085;Account 385640 

 
Becoming a member will keep you informed 
about the current state of the Gardens and 
how challenges to its existence are being 
addressed.  
 
You might also like to join our Committee of 
Management to become actively involved in 
caring for, supporting community activities in 
the Gardens (such as our annual Festival) and 
improving the Gardens to guarantee its future. 
 
More information is available from our Website 

https://www.mckaygardens.com.au 
or on our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com 
/FriendsofMcKayGardens 

 
                       

Tour and Tea - afternoon 

 

 
 
To thank our members and others who have 
supported the HV McKay Memorial Gardens over 
the years, the Friends will be having a “Tour and 
Tea” afternoon tea on Saturday 29 November 2025 
starting at 3.00pm. 
 
The Friends will provide a Tour of the Gardens and 
answer your questions about past, current and 
future activities in the Gardens. You might also 
like to make your own suggestions about how the 
Gardens could be conserved and enhanced to 
reflect their heritage values. 
 
The Friends are also keen to continue their work 
collecting oral histories and learning about events 
and activities that have 
 
The Tour will be followed by afternoon tea 
refreshments in the Church Hall, 120 Anderson 
Road, Sunshine. A Gold Coin donation would be 
appreciated. 

 

 


